Left atrial dissection after double valve replacement.
Left atrial dissection, a rare complication occurring mainly after mitral repair, is reported after double valve replacement in a patient with a connective tissue disease. A 63-year-old woman with systemic sclerosis underwent double valve replacement. Laceration of the tissue between the two mechanical prostheses and dissection of the left atrial wall emerged postoperatively and regurgitation through the dissection caused heart failure, which later improved without surgery. The possible causes of the dissection were thought to be shear forces against the tissue between the two prostheses and tissue fragility due to systemic sclerosis and corticosteroid therapy.